Tyrosinase-like activity in normal human substantia nigra.
A tyrosinase-like activity was found in human substantia nigra by polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis of fractions prepared from homogenates of the substantia nigra. The enzyme activity was detected by staining the gels with L-3,4-dihydroxyphenylalanine, dopamine and 5,6-dihydroxyindole as substrates for tyrosinase (EC 1.14.18.1). A case of parkinsonism does not show the L-3,4-dihydroxyphenylalanine and dopamine oxidase activities.